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LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL 

 
An Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Memorial Hall on March 4, 2010.  The 
Meeting commenced at 7:30pm.  In attendance:- 

 
Mr J Robinson - Chairman 

   Mrs M Buckley    Mr K Ferguson  
   Mrs C Hodgson    Mr L Jones   
   Mr T Thorogood 
    
   Mr R Upward (Clerk)   Members of the Public – 1 
 

34/10APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were accepted from Councillors Johnson, Roberts and Shepherd.  
 
35/10 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Councillor Hodgson declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in one of the companies quoting for the 
repair of the drains and left the room for the discussion on this item. 
 
36/10 MINUTES 
It was proposed by Councillor Ferguson and seconded by Councillor Jones that the Minutes of the 
Council Meeting held on February 4, 2010 be accepted as a correct record.  The proposal was carried. 
 
37/10 MATTERS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS 

Minute No/Date/Councillor       Subject Status 
43/09 (1) QC re-accreditation 
March 5, 2009 
Councillors Roberts/Ferguson 

Councillor Roberts and the Clerk to 
review Democracy requirements.  
Councillor Ferguson and the Clerk to 
review the discretionary items. 

Councillors requested to provide 
recent editions on the Parish News 
and Journal for use as evidence. 

15/10 Telephone Box 
January 7, 2010 
Parish Clerk 

Check prior correspondence regarding 
retaining phone at the bottom of North 
Hill. 

Cllr Shepherd contacted BT and 
this is now on priority list for repair. 

21/10 Gritting North Hill 
February 4, 2010 
Parish Clerk 

Advise County Councillor of accidents 
past the gritted area of North Hill and 
request gritting to Paper Mill Lock. 

E-mail sent to Cllr Martin 

21/10 Drains on North Hill 
February 4, 2010 
Councillor Ferguson 

Contact Anglian Water to resolve 
overflowing drains on North Hill 

Anglian Water has made an initial 
investigation.  Further tests 
required to determine actions 
necessary to resolve problem. 

23/10 (8) Spring Elms Lane 
February 4, 2010 
Councillor Ferguson 

Investigate damage to verges Damaged to verges reviewed but 
agreed no action possible without 
“urbanizing” the lane 

23/10 (11) “Stand-outs” 
February 4, 2010 
Parish Clerk 

Request to increase time for stand-out 
collections and move to Memorial Hall. 

CBC has advised that stand-out 
collections will be cancelled after 
April.  CLOSED 

28/10 Heather Hills - ponds 
February 4, 2010 
Parish Clerk 

Obtain risk assessment from EWT for 
the installation of two ponds in Heather 
Hills. 

Risk assessment obtained from 
EWT and circulated to Councillors.  
No objections received.  CLOSED 

32/10 Internal Auditor 
February 4, 2010 
All 

Councillors to identify potential internal 
auditors as Mr Michael Vandome has 
indicated he wishes to retire at the end 
of the financial year. 

Mr Vandome has indicated he will 
complete one more year.  Position 
to be “advertised” in the 
Correspondent’s report. 

 
38/10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions from the public. 
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39/10 DEVELOPMENT IN THE VILLAGE  

                    
                          
40/10 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

Writer       Subject Outcome 
1.   Essex Wildlife Trust 2010 action plans for Heather Hills and 

Poors Piece 
Councillor Ferguson 

2.   RCCE Entry Forms for Best Kept Village and 
Best Kept Churchyard competitions 

Councillors Hodgson and Buckley 
to complete entry form by April 7 
and advise churchyard wardens. 

3.   Mayor of Chelmsford Invitation to Parishes Event on April 12 
at the Civic Centre 

Councillor Robinson and 
Ferguson.  

4.  CBC Public Meetings on proposed new 
prison at Runwell 

Noted 

5.   CBC Sport Relief Mile on Sunday March 21 Noted 

6.   CBC Cancellation of Saturday “standouts” in 
April 

Councillor Shepherd to add to 
website. 

7.   Victim Support Request for donation Noted, no action. 

8.   ECC Developers Guide to Infrastructure 
Contributions 

Councillor Ferguson 

9.   Mr Peter Willington Request for councillors to support the 
litter pick on April 25. 

Noted 

10.  RCCE Membership of Village Hall and 
Community Building Service and 
information on available grants. 

Councillor Robinson 

11.  ECC Invitation to ECC Ecumenical Civic 
Service at Brentwood Cathedral on 
April 28 at 7:30pm. 

Noted 

12.  ECC Review of county’s built heritage.  
Invitation to witness session on March 
19 and visit to Waltham Abbey on April 
16. 

Noted 

13.  Danbury Parish Council Invitation to Annual Village Meeting on 
Wednesday April 21 from 7:15 

Councillors Robinson, Ferguson 
and Parish Clerk. 
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41/10 ACCOUNTS  

 
It was proposed by Councillor Ferguson and seconded by Councillor Hodgson that the accounts are 
passed for payment.  The proposal was carried. 
 
42/10 PARISH NEWSLETTER 
The Clerk advised that the printed copies of the Newsletter were expected on March 5.  Councillor 
Jones agreed to coordinate the distribution around the village. 
 
43/10 PARISH ASSEMBLY 
Councillor Robinson agreed to contact Mr Stebbing to establish audio/visual requirements.  Councillor 
Buckley agreed to arrange the sound system for the evening and Councillor Ferguson will handle the 
projection.  
 
44/10 WICKHAY GREEN PLAY AREA 
The Clerk advised that the lease will not be completed for 2-3 months as time is needed for CBC to 
place the necessary advert in the Essex Chronicle.  It was agreed that the lease must be completed 
prior to any financial commitment on playground equipment. 
 
Councillor Hodgson outlined the analysis of the eight tenders received for the new playground.  A short 
list of three was established based entirely on the suitability of the playground equipment.  All three 
suppliers in the short list have been asked to address specific shortfalls in their playground equipment 
and to optimise their quotations. 
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44/10 WICKHAY GREEN PLAY AREA (cont) 
It was proposed by Councillor Hodgson and seconded by Councillor Ferguson that Sutcliffe be 
accepted as the supplier and installer of the new playground at a cost of £44,800 plus VAT.  This 
excludes the roundabout and fencing which will be sourced from different suppliers.  The proposal was 
carried. 
 
Councillor Hodgson agreed to contact Sutcliffe to get agreement to hold the price until August and to 
advise the unsuccessful tenderers. 
 
Additional funds are needed to complete the playground which requires fencing and cutting back 
hedges and trees.  It was agreed that Councillor Buckley would progress grant applications for the 
Essex Environment Trust (deadline April 3) and Awards for All. 
 
Councillor Hodgson agreed to obtain the necessary quotations for the roundabout, a new goalpost, re-
instatement of the basketball post and fencing for the play area.  The Clerk agreed to obtain quotes for 
the cutting back of the trees and hedges.  Councillor Ferguson agreed to contact Chelmer Housing 
Partnership regarding their plans for the pathway at the end of the gardens. 
  
 
45/10 MEMORIAL HALL 
The Clerk provided three estimates for repairing the foul water drain from the Memorial Hall. It was 
proposed by Councillor Thorogood and seconded by Councillor Ferguson that Public Sewer Services 
be contracted to repair the drains at a cost of £3755 plus VAT – to be funded from the EALC reserve as 
required.  The proposal was carried.  The Clerk is to make the necessary arrangements to minimise 
disruption to hall users. 
 
The Council were unanimous in wanting to support the Drama Group’s request for storage but agreed 
the area under the stage was not suitable.  Councillor Thorogood agreed to follow up potential storage 
locations within the village and Councillor Buckley would investigate the possibility of siting a container 
in the hall car park. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Ferguson and seconded by Councillor Buckley that Slimming World be 
charged £45 per session from April to September as this club was providing a benefit to a number of 
residents.  A further review would take place at the end of September with specific attention to the 
number of village residents attending.  The proposal was carried. 
 
The Chairman advised that the Kitchen Fund stands at £3688 excluding any grants.  Fund raising 
events are still being arranged through to October. 
 
46/10 GRASS CUTTING 
The Clerk provided three estimates for grass cutting on the Council owned land in the village.  It was 
proposed by Councillor Thorogood and seconded by Councillor Ferguson that Countrywide Grounds 
Maintenance be contracted to cut the grass in 2010 at a cost of £880 plus VAT.  The proposal was 
carried. 
 
47/10 SPEEDING IN THE VILLAGE 
It was agreed to defer discussion on this item until the next meeting when more detail information will 
be available from speed checks in the village. 
 
48/10 VDS/SPD 
It was agreed to set up a separate meeting to review in detail the information received from the 
VDS/SPD group.  Councillor Ferguson will arrange in the week commencing March 22. 
 
49/10 MEMORIAL HALL CARETAKER CONTRACT 
It was resolved to exclude the public for this agenda item. 
 
Revised terms for the caretaker’s contract were agreed with a further review in 6 months. 
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50/10 INFORMATION ITEMS 
Councillor Hodgson advised that parents had been notified not to park on the roads when dropping off 
or picking up children.  However, the car park entrance has become almost impassable which is 
causing people to park in the roads.  The Chairman will ask the school to repair the entrance. 
 
Councillor Ferguson advised that the Almshouse Trust will be appointing a new trustee within the 
month. 
 
Councillor Jones reported on the Transportation Group who had met with Councillor Hume regarding 
the relief roads from Maldon. 
 
51/10 NEXT MEETING 
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday April 1, 2010. 
 
The meeting closed at 10:25pm 

   
 
 
  
 
 
        Chairman     
        April 1, 2010 


