LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2011
The Annual Assembly of the Parish Council was held in the Memorial Hall on Wednesday March 23, 2011 commencing at 7:30pm.  The following members of the Council were present:-

Chairman:  Mr J Robinson




Mrs M Buckley


Mr K Ferguson




Mrs C Hodgson


Mr S Johnson



Mrs J Roberts


Mr R Shepherd




Mr T Thorogood




Mr R Upward – Parish Clerk

The Chairman welcomed guests – Mr Michael Hindmarch, High Sheriff of Essex, Leader of Essex County Council, Councillor Peter Martin, Borough Councillors Mr Ian Wright, Mr Christopher Kingsley, Mr Dave Bolwell (Danbury PC), Councillor Mr David Potter (Woodham Walter PC), the Reverend Chris Poulard, and 38 members of the parish.
Apologies for absence were received from the Reverend Michael Powell, Alastair and Patricia Stewart.

PRESENTATION
Mr Michael Hindmarch, dressed in the full regalia of the High Sheriff of Essex, gave a most interesting talk on the ancient office of the High Sheriff and the wide-ranging work he had undertaken in his one year in office as the 830th High Sheriff of Essex.
The meeting closed at 7:55pm for refreshments and reconvened at 8:15pm.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was proposed by Mrs Doreen Shepherd and seconded by Mrs Wendy Godden that the minutes of the last meeting are accepted as a true record of the meeting.  The proposal was carried.
MATTERS ARISING

Mr Peter Willington clarified his request for outdoor exercise machines. These would be located at one site and targeted at the older people in the village. The Council agreed to investigate further but a show of hands indicated that only a few residents would use this facility.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman congratulated Mr Bob Shepherd who has recently been appointed Mayor Elect for the Chelmsford Borough Council and wished both him and his wife Doreen a most successful year in office.
Kitchen Refurbishment – The refurbishment of the kitchen and bar area has been completed and the Chairman thanked those who had made donations and the efforts of the fund raising team. 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (cont)

Wickhay Green Play Area – After several years of hard work raising the finance, the new play area has been installed at Wickhay Green and is being enjoyed by the children and grandchildren in the village.  The Chairman thanked Councillors Mrs Claire Hodgson and Mrs Mary Buckley and the fund raising team for their efforts in obtaining the considerable funds required to complete this project.  Mrs Margaret Jarvis was thanked for supervising the play area
Community Awards – Mr John Lowe, Mr Graham Day and Mrs Christine Day received community awards from Chelmsford Borough Council for their ongoing efforts in keeping the village free of litter.
Quality Council – In the past year, the Council achieved reaccreditation as a Quality Council. This status is achieved by around 1 in 4 councils in Essex and less than 1 in 10 nationally.
Parish Charter – Together with several other parishes, the Council signed the Parish Charter with Chelmsford Borough Council with the objectives of improving communication and working relationships.
May Elections – The Chairman announced that the Danbury Flyer would be running a service to take residents to and from the Polling Station on May 5, 2011.
Retiring Councillors – The Chairman announced that Councillor Simon Johnson would not be standing at the forthcoming election and thanked him for his long service as councillor and chairman of the Parish Council.
Queen’s Jubilee – A show of hands indicated support for an event during the Jubilee weekend in 2012.  The Council will take the lead in arranging an appropriate event.

PRESENTATION OF PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
Councillor Ferguson advised the meeting that hall bookings and revenues had increased significantly over the past year and that the revenue from the hall is approximately one third of the total income of the Council.
In response to a question from Mr Tom Coxhead, the Council agreed to investigate opportunities for increasing revenues from weekend bookings for non-residents.

INFORMATION ITEMS

Councillor Ferguson announced the following improvements to the Parish Website:-
· A competition for photos taken in Little Baddow will become the home page.  The best 4 photos will be shown monthly and at next year’s Assembly, there will be a vote to select the best photo of the year.

· An RSS feed is now available which will let people know when the “What’s on” page has been updated.

· Meeting agendas and current planning applications are now on the website.

Councillor Ferguson thanked those who had completed the equipment and skills survey for the Emergency Planning Database.  This data will be kept on a secure database and will be extremely useful in the case of an emergency.

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Shepherd advised of the improvements completed at the Riverside Ice & Leisure Centre and the Town Hall, and those planned for the Cricket Ground and for new shops and restaurants in the town centre.  The new museum has just received an award and the Borough has recently been awarded the International Safe Community Award – the first in the country.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (cont)
The ‘Protected Lane’ status has been maintained for Riffhams Chase and Church Road and this status has been granted to Spring Elms Lane.

The Borough has achieved a zero increase in rates for 2011/12 and has maintained the weekly black bin collection and increased funding support for local charities.

A ‘Meet your Borough Councillor’ event is planned for Saturday March 26, 2011 in Danbury Church Hall. 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Peter Martin reported that Essex County Council had achieved a zero increase in rates despite having to make savings of £125 million.  This has been achieved mostly through efficiencies with only a £15 million cut to services. 
He advised that local government will look totally different in 5 years and ECC is involved in piloting new schemes on health, economic partnerships with neighboring counties and community budgets for families with complex needs.  Over 40 ideas are being progressed to involve communities in running local services as part of the Big Society.

CHARITY REPORT

Mrs Margaret Martin thanked Mrs Felicity Coxhead for her 20 years of dedicated support as a trustee of the Almhouses.  Ms Michele Rogers has been appointed as the new trustee. Major work will be carried out this year repairing the porches to the almshouses.
Mrs Martin advised the meeting that the Butler Educational Trust has small grants available for families in Boreham and Little Baddow and asked for potential recipients.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Recycling.  Dr Brian Luscombe asked the Borough Councillor if recycling would be increased if residents had fewer bags and bins and could mix materials e.g. paper and cardboard.
Almhouse Parking.  Mrs Gill Houghton raised concern about the lack of parking for residents at the almshouses and asked for parking on the same side of the road as the almshouses to be considered.

Community Speed Watch.  Mr Peter Willington advised that 8 volunteers had recently completed training and speed checks would be taking place in the near future.

VOTE OF THANKS
The Chairman thanked the councillors and the clerk for their support during the past year, Mr Peter Hodgson as warden of Holybred Wood, Mrs Jackie Rymill as caretaker of the Memorial Hall and the ladies for providing the refreshments.

The Reverend Chris Poulard thanked the chairman and councillors for their time and devotion over the past year in improving the village and the community.

The Meeting closed at 9:35pm
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