
LITTLE BADDOW PARISH COUNCIL
An Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Memorial Hall on April 1, 2010.  The Meeting commenced at 7:30pm.  In attendance:-
Mr J Robinson - Chairman



Mrs M Buckley



Mr K Ferguson




Mrs C Hodgson



Mr L Jones





Mr R Shepherd



Mr T Thorogood



Mr R Upward (Clerk)


Members of the Public – 4
It was agreed to add the subject of using the community bus to provide transport to the polling booth for the General Election to the agenda.
52/10 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were accepted from Councillors Johnson and Roberts. 
53/10 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Councillor Buckley declared a Personal and Prejudicial Interest in the agenda item concerning the WI and left the room for this agenda item.

 54/10 MINUTES
It was proposed by Councillor Ferguson and seconded by Councillor Shepherd that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on March 4, 2010 be accepted as a correct record.  The proposal was carried.
55/10 MATTERS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS
	Minute No/Date/Councillor
	      Subject
	Status

	88/09 Memorial Hall

May 7, 2009

Councillor Buckley
	Obtain quotes for replacing the stairs to the stage.
	Stairs installed and painted.  CLOSED

	136/09 Memorial Hall

September 3, 2009

Councillor Hodgson
	Obtain specialist’s opinion on drain inspection report.
	Drain repairs completed. CLOSED

	13/10 Holybred Wood

January 7, 2010

Parish Clerk
	Arrange removal of fly tipping.
	Asphalt removed.  Garden waste to be removed from wood.

	23/10 (10) Drama Group

February 4, 2010

Councillor Shepherd
	Investigate storage solutions within the village.
	Alternative storage found within village.  CLOSED

	40/10 (2) Best Kept Village

March 4, 2010

Councillors Hodgson/Buckley
	Complete entry forms for Best Kept Village competition
	Mrs Margaret Martin has offered to complete the entry form.  CLOSED

	44/10 Wickhay Green

March 4, 2010

Councillor Ferguson
	Contact CHP regarding their plans for footway at end of gardens
	CHP has confirmed plans for the footway.  New boundary for play area to be specified.  CLOSED

	50/10 Sports Ground

March 4, 2010

Councillor Robinson
	Contact Elm Green School regarding repairs needed to entrance to car park.
	School advised about poor state of car park entrance.  No action to date.


56/10 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Members of the public raising concerns over speeding in the village and the validity of the data presented.
57/10 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE
	Writer
	      Subject
	Outcome

	1.   Essex Probation Service
	Request for projects for Community Payback Orders
	Councillor Ferguson to pass to Mr Malcolm Breeze for potential clean up of the ford.

	2.   ECC
	Response to request to grit North Hill beyond Spring Close
	Noted

	3.   RCCE
	“Community Engagement and Consultation Techniques” training.  Friday April 16 at Feering.
	Noted

	4.   CBC
	2010 Play in the Park Summer Program.
	Noted

	5.   ECC
	Essex School Organisation Plan to 2014 – Request for feedback.
	Noted

	6.   RCCE
	Affordable Housing Seminar.  Friday April 16 at Margaretting
	Noted

	7.   EALC
	Training Courses:-

-Advanced Councillor 2 – Wed April 28

-Council Finance – Tues May 18

-Risk Management – Wed May 26
	Councillor Hodgson to advise on the Finance training.

	8.   ECC
	Consultation on the Cycling Framework for Essex – due May 7
	Noted

	9.   Audit Commission
	Timing for submission of audited accounts – July 12.
	Noted

	10. Mrs Felicity Coxhead
	Resignation as a trustee of Little Baddow Almshouses.
	Chairman to send letter thanking Mrs Coxhead for her outstanding contribution over 20 years

	11. CBC
	“Forever Active Day” for over 50’s at South Woodham  Sunday April 25
	Noted

	12. Mrs Margaret Martin
	Reminder for Litter-pick on Sunday April 25 starting 2:30pm at the Hall.
	Noted

	13. NALC
	Conference “Localism in Action”

Bristol Friday July 2

York Thursday September 9
	Noted

	14. Woodham Walter Parish Council
	Invitation to their Annual Parish Meeting on April 12 at 8:00pm
	Councillor Buckley to attend


58/10 ACCOUNTS 
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Cheque Payee Description Subject Cost VAT Total

**DD Talktalk General Clerk phone 28.22 £         4.94 £          33.16 £            

**DD British Gas Memorial Hall Supply 188.94 £       33.06 £        222.00 £          

**DD British Gas (Electricity) Memorial Hall Supply 31.50 £         1.57 £          33.07 £            

**DD Talktalk General Clerk phone 32.24 £         4.95 £          37.19 £            

**144 Public Sewer Sevices Memorial Hall Drains dep. 1,872.34 £    327.66 £      2,200.00 £       

**145 Stormwave Website Hosting 18.38 £         3.22 £          21.60 £            

" Stormwave Website Updates 30.00 £         5.26 £          35.26 £            

" Stormwave Website Updates 15.00 £         2.63 £          17.63 £            

**146 Mr J Adamson Memorial Hall Stairs 1,145.00 £    1,145.00 £       

**147 CBC Memorial Hall Refuse 313.82 £       54.91 £        368.73 £          

**148 CBC Pavilion Refuse 114.14 £       19.98 £        134.12 £          

**149 Public Sewer Sevices Memorial Hall Drains  1,882.66 £    329.47 £      2,212.13 £       

150 Mr R A Upward General Salary 407.92 £       407.92 £          

" " General Expenses 26.30 £         0.35 £          26.65 £            

151 Mrs M Jarvis Spring Close Supervision 32.73 £         32.73 £            

152 RitchComm Pavilion Cleaning 179.00 £       179.00 £          

153 Printing Place General Newsletter 656.00 £       656.00 £          

154 Printing Place General Flyers 116.60 £       116.60 £          

155 Mr J Sheriff Memorial Hall Maintenance 146.00 £       146.00 £          

156 Connaught Pavilion Inspection 30.00 £         5.25 £          35.25 £            

157 Connaught Pavilion Maintenance 20.00 £         3.50 £          23.50 £            

158 EALC General Membership 329.72 £       329.72 £          

159 Essex Playing Field Ass. Pavilion Entry Fee 10.00 £         10.00 £            

160 HM Revenue & Customs General Tax/NI 911.70 £       911.70 £          

Essex Fergie Ltd Memorial Hall Caretaker

" Memorial Hall Maintenance

8,538.21 £    788.00 £      9,334.96 £       

 

ACCOUNTS STATUS  31/03/2010 +/- vs prior  RESERVES

Current Account (NW) 586.93 £         - £              Hall  9,000.00 £       

Current Account (B) 9,831.16 £      3,862.33 £      Pavilion 8,000.00 £       

Reserve (B) 12,531.16 £    1.65 £             Clerks Reserve 394.78 £          

Scottish Widows Bank 35,808.66 £    - £              EALC Reserve 17,300.00 £     

Kitchen Reserve 11,787.34 £     

Total 58,757.91 £   

3,863.98 £     

Total 55,817.08 £     

Holybred Wood (B) 8,043.96 £      1.00 £            

Funds Available 2,940.83 £       

Wickhay Green PA (B) 19,481.81 £    102.36 £        

TOTAL 58,757.91 £     

** Paid outside of Council Meeting


It was agreed to hold payment of the cheque for the flyers in the Newsletter.  The Chairman will discuss with Councillor Roberts.

58/10 ACCOUNTS (cont) 
It was proposed by Councillor Ferguson and seconded by Councillor Shepherd that the accounts are passed for payment excluding the above cost of the flyers.  The proposal was carried.
59/10 PARISH NEWSLETTER AND ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
The Chairman reported that the new format for the Newsletter had been well received.  The low turn out for the Annual Assembly, however, was disappointing. 
It was proposed by Councillor Shepherd and seconded by Councillor Thorogood that a donation of £50 is made to the WI for their help with refreshments at the Assembly.  The proposal was carried.
60/10 CBC PARISH CHARTER
It was proposed by Councillor Ferguson and seconded by Councillor Shepherd that the Council accepts and signs the CBC Parish Charter with the provision that the Council is unable to comply with certain aspects regarding responses to planning applications and correspondence from the CBC.  The proposal was carried.
The Chairman agreed to raise these concerns at the Parishes Meeting on April 12.

61/10 MALDON COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

The Council agreed to endorse the petition for urgent action on the new community hospital in Maldon. 
62/10 WICKHAY GREEN PLAY AREA 

Councillor Hodgson advised that Sutcliffe has agreed to hold the price for the playground equipment until August.  Quotes are being obtained for the fencing and new goalposts.

The initial application for a £10,000 grant from the Essex Environment Trust has been submitted.  If accepted, a detailed proposal will be required by end April and a decision expected by mid June.
It was agreed that in the event that the grant application was unsuccessful, the Council would find a way to proceed with the playground this summer.

63/10 MEMORIAL HALL
The Chairman advised that £14,787 had been raised including two grants.  He presented fund raising plans which conservatively projected a further £1100 by the May meeting and an additional £3200 by the beginning of August.  These fund raising plans indicate that around £19,100 will have been raised by the beginning of August which would leave a shortfall of around £900 at this time. A grant from RCCE will be progressed and fund raising events later than August would eliminate the shortfall.  
It was agreed that August was the best time to refurbish the kitchen as this would minimise the disruption to hall users and the loss of revenue.
It was proposed by Councillor Robinson and seconded by Councillor Shepherd that a proposal to refurbish the kitchen in August is prepared for the May meeting and that the Council would underwrite any shortfall at that time on the condition that the Fund Raising Committee continue to raise money until the refurbishment is fully funded.  The proposal was carried.

It was agreed that CBC could use smaller recycling bins located at the back of the hall on condition that if these prove to have inadequate capacity, then the larger bins will be re-instated.

The Chairman advised that Councillor Jones has agreed to develop a proposal for a dedicated, enclosed notice board for council notices outside the Memorial Hall.

64/10 SPEEDING IN THE VILLAGE
Councillor Ferguson presented detailed data obtained by the PCSO’s during speed checks in January and February.  This data does not meet the Essex County Council Highway’s criteria for installing speed activated signs.  

The members of the public did not think that the data was representative of vehicle speeds along The Ridge and North Hill.  It was agreed to ask the PCSO’s to undertake further speed checks in 6 months time, concentrating on early morning and late afternoon traffic.

65/10 QUALITY COUNCIL REACCREDITATION 

The Clerk advised that the next Quality Council Panel is on June 18.  It is planned to review the Council’s submission with Mrs Alison East at the end of May to ensure this is complete by mid June.

The Clerk has prepared a file which is being reviewed by the Chairman.  Councillors Ferguson and Shepherd agreed to provide additional information to support the Democracy and Citizenship section.

It was agreed to investigate the use of the Community Bus to provide transport to and from the polling station at the forthcoming election.  Councillor Robinson agreed to check availability of the bus and Councillor Ferguson would prepare the flyer.  An extra-ordinary meeting will be arranged to approve funding when the election date and the availability of the bus are confirmed.
 66/10 VDS/SPD
Councillor Ferguson presented a detailed summary of the changes to the draft VDS/SPD agreed at the meeting on March 24.  It was proposed by Councillor Shepherd and seconded by Councillor Thorogood that, with the deletion of “without enclosure” and “formal planting” from the 1st Guideline, the Council approves the Required Changes.  The proposal was carried.
67/10 PAVILION CLEANING CONTRACT

It was proposed by Councillor Thorogood and seconded by Councillor Ferguson that the cost of £181.70 per month, an increase of 1.5%, for the pavilion cleaning be accepted.  The proposal was carried. 
68/10 ALMSHOUSES TRUST

The Council approved the appointment of Ms Michelle Rogers as a trustee following the resignation of Mrs Felicity Coxhead. 
The Chairman thanked Mrs Coxhead for her time and devotion in helping the residents of the almshouses over the last 20 years.
69/10 MEMORIAL HALL CARETAKER CONTRACT
It was resolved to exclude the public for this agenda item.  The terms for the caretaker’s contract were agreed in principle.  The Clerk will obtain legal advice regarding the wording.
70/10 INFORMATION ITEMS
Councillor Ferguson reported on the work undertaken and planned by the Maldon Archaeological Society.
71/10 NEXT MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday May 13, 2010.
The meeting closed at 10:55pm








Chairman    
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